[Comparison of the value of the glucagon test and galactose tolerance test in the clinical diagnosis of cirrhosis].
Using the test of glucagon load and the test of galactose tolerance the usefulness was compared of both these carbohydrate tests in the clinical diagnosis of cirrhosis. The studied group comprised 30 patients with cirrhosis divided into two groups depending on the stage of the disease, and 21 women with spastic colitis serving as a control group. Both tests were found to be useful in the diagnosis of cirrhosis. The results of these tests were statistically significantly different from those in the control group which could be demonstrated as different shapes of blood glucose curves. Moreover, range values could be proposed for blood glucose levels characteristic of cirrhosis and criteria could be established using these tests for differentiating compensated against decompensated cirrhosis.